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Fall Group Meeting 
October 20–22, 2026  

Robert L. Comis, MD
Translational Science Symposium
Inflammation as a Shared Mechanism Across Diseases 
Tuesday, October 20, 2026
 12:00PM–2:00PM EDT
Grand Ballroom Salons G and H, 5th Floor 
Marriott Philadelphia Downtown
1201 Market Street, Philadelphia PA 19107

Agenda
	12:00-12:15 PM

	Opening Framing and Meeting Goals
	Peter J. O’Dwyer, MD and 
Mitchell D. Schnall, MD, PhD
ECOG-ACRIN, University of Pennsylvania



	Segment 1


	12:15-12:30 PM

	Targeting Tumor-Initiating Inflammatory Niche for Lung Cancer Prevention and Interception

	Seyed Javad M. Moghaddam, MD
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center
	Comment by Donna Marinucci: Breast Cancer Prevention	Lewis Chodosh, MD, PhD
Perelman Professor and Chair
Associate Director for Basic Science
Co-director, 2-PREVENT Translational Science Cener of Excellence
University of Pennsylvania

	Segment 2

	12:30-12:45 PM
	The Intersection of T Cell Immunity and Inflammation in Melanoma
	Anthony R. Cillo, PhD
University of Pittsburgh and the UPMC Hillman Cancer Center


	Segment 3


	12:45-1:00 PM

	Decoding Inflammatory Niches That Drive Lung Cancer Genesis


	Humam Kadara, PhD
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center

	Segment 4


	1:00-1:15 PM

	Targeting Myeloid Cells for the Treatment of GI Malignancies
	Gregory L. Beatty, MD, PhD
University of Pennsylvania and the Abramson Cancer Center


	Segment 5


	1:15-1:30 PM
	The PET-RTRC: A National Resource Accelerating Oncologic Molecular Imaging

	Robert J. Gropler, MD
Washington University and the Siteman Cancer Center

	Panel Discussion

	1:30-2:00 PM
	Gregory Beatty, MD, PhD, Anthony Cillo, PhD, Robert Gropler, MD, Humam Kadara, PhD, Elizabeth McDonald, MD, PhD, Janice Mehnert, MD, and Seyed Javad Moghaddam, MD
	Moderator: David A. Mankoff, MD, PhD
University of Pennsylvania
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